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The Goshikinuma Ponds and Endo Genmu
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Figure 1 M. Bandai as seen from the north side, two weeks after the eruption. Photo 1 Endo Genmu
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Photo 2 Evidence of the Reforestation Work Photo 3 The Grave of Ends Genmu
(the boulder in the back of the photo that was carried down in the debris avalanche)

The Goshikinuma lakes and marshes were formed when the body of Kobandai (“Little Bandai”) collapsed in an eruption in 1888 (Meiji 21).
The resulting debris avalanche covered the north foot of Mt. Bandai and dammed up rivers, leaving behind these lakes and ponds. Judging
from an illustration of the mountain drawn two weeks after the eruption (Figure 1), it is likely that vegetation was not expected to return to
the north foot of the mountain for some time. Although the land was state-owned, the Meiji Government announced a policy to sell it cheaply to
anyone who could successfully reforest the devastated area. Although a number of people, including men like Sato Eijiro, Shirai Tokuji, and
Yabe Chokichi and his son, attempted to reforest the area, they were unsuccessful. The final person to undertake reforestation was Endo Jajiro
(or Genmu) from Aizu Wakamatsu City, who began his attempt in 1910 (Meiji 43) (Photo 1). Under the guidance of Professor of Silviculture
Nakamura Yaroku, Endo planted over 100,000 trees, most of which were Japanese red pines. Certain that the trees would take root, he
planted two to three trees in each location. If you take a stroll through the Goshikinuma Ponds now, you can see the groups of two to three
Japanese red pines that were planted together and have since matured (Photo 2).

Both Endo and Nakamura are memorialized in the area. Endo Genmu is entombed under a boulder on the northwest of Aonuma Pond, one of
the Goshikinuma Ponds (Photo 3). The Yarokunuma Pond on the south side of the Urabandai Kogen Hotel was named after Nakamura Yaroku

for his contributions to the reforestation of the area. s
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Bandaisan Geopark Association
http://bandaisan-geo.com/




